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June 17, 1943

Drs 54 B¢ Luria
Department of Blology
Princeton University
Princeton, Maw Jersey

Dear luria;

_ I'n sorry to say I have heard of no openings for ths girl you
nentioned, Under the present circumstancss, one would suppose that there
are many places heeding zdditional now where she would be rost welcone,
1?7 she 1s moderately good; but I have heard of none,

Thers 1s, however, an openlrg at ths iarine Siolozical Laboratory
this suwaner for a toacher 1a tha Invertebraie Loology ccursc. If sae is
well prapared 1ln that subject she might apsrly to Lr. John Buck of the
Departnent of Zoology, University of iochester, iochester, liew York. DBuck
wrote mg inquiring for leads. The job would last ohly for a sihort time;
from July 27 to iugust 3lste So 1'%z nob sure your Iriond would be inter-
eated, though i% might well provide her with conbacts for furiher opsnipgs.

I think you nssd not worry at &1l about the appointuaent Lor next
year, X do not bellevs the dslay bas anythiaz vo do with Clsland's illness,
None of the appointments for next year have yebt been mode so faras I an
aware, The delay is probably due to the faet thait ths bosrd of trustees
has not yet mel to vass on these mathbers,

Clsland sent me the rwmnuscyipt of your puper, for ha kunew I would
be Interesied in 1%, which of course I was, I fell that the sxperimsntal
work was completsly unobjectionable and excelleant, but it secens to ne
therse are some serious objections to the theorstical p.xt of the paper,
The basic assunptions,on which the theory is developed appear to me to be
unsound., In the firet place, I do not agres that thers are oculy two
possible interpretations %o be distinguished. 3Sscondly, I thinx thet the
pathematical relations would hold egqually well for othoer irterpretations
than the rmtation ome, All bhat is shown 1is that $he changes in the
bacteria are more often found between clossly related cells than between
nore distantly related ones., I have seen what gsem %o be the same or
vory similar relations in ny work on acquired resistance to specific anti-
bodies in Paramecium and proved beyond question that the changes were not
matations, though they were inherited for hundreds of asexual generations,
I believe I sent you an abstract of the papere I hops to write the full
paper some time this summer. The critical test of inheritance at soxual
reproduction was the one that showed the changes were not mutations. I
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also showed that tha changes in Paramecium were definitely due %o the
action of the antibodles, Yet they were not »roducible at randon 63

you essume must be the case; they were producible only in certain clones
end, within thess clones, only on individuals in a certain recognisable
phyaiological state. Finally, I don't see that you have shown, or even
made reasonably probable, the indepsnderce of the changes in the bacteria
from the action of the virus.

I hope you will remeaber to talk this over with me when you
return, for we c¢an deal with the guestions much nore setisfactorily in
conversation than by corrsspoundence,

Best regards and wishes for & pleassnt and successful suxmer
in spite of tihe bad weather {(we have the same here})
Coxrdially yours,

Ts Hs Sonzneborn

TS Iy



